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I choose the Critical Art Ensemble, or CAE, as it was suggested to me, and also 

found it a rather interesting platform that political, biological, art and criticism are 

merged. Many of their concepts for their artwork aren’t the typical risqué contemporary 

of the age that we are accustomed to. They are on an entirely different agenda to rise up 

these issues from an intellectual, scientific basis.  

 Formed in 1987, this collaboration between five artists intertwine their style with 

political and scientific satire, with an aesthetically “classy” form of artwork(1)1.  A lot of 

their work seems to pass over the heads of the common people, as its largely based on 

things that the general public are not aware of like microbiology, or government control. 

A few examples can be generalized conceptually just from the titles of their work, such as 

Marching Plague which deals with the subject matter of biological warefar in the modern 

day, or Cult of the New Eve, which deals with the controversial issue of science vs 

religion. That is a hard one as its hard to combat the dogmatic views of a religious group, 

with the empirical process of the scientific society2 

One of their installation pieces labeled Seized, 2008, is described on their 

webpage as an “installation that documents all the work and household objects that were 

confiscated from Steve Kurtz’ home after the FBI raid in May 2004. It also shows all the 

trash that the FBI left behind.” This was a controversial issue as Steve Kurtz home was 

raided, even though he was thought to be innocent in the death of his wife. The contrast 

of the protection that the federal bureau of investigation, is put up against the 

                                                        
1 http://www.nytimes.com/2005/07/03/arts/design/03kenn.html?_r=3&oref=slogin 
2 http://www.critical‐art.net/Biotech.html 



preservation of the artifacts left behind of this “kind” endeavor of our government. I find 

the preservation to be one of they key elements of this work. Breaking down the remains 

of the raid, and reinventing them in the gallery space, gives the work a sense of almost 

antiquity or history3 

 Free Range Grain, came close to becoming a controversial issue, as it 

attracted a large portion of media attention. This installation piece was a mobile lab, 

where the general public could bring in their food, and see if it was genetically modified. 

While some may not view this as art, I think once we step back and examine was makes 

something a piece of art, it more then constitutes as such. This was something that was 

visually and intellectually engaging, with interaction between the artists and the public. 

Far more interaction then the majority of works today.  This is one of their main themes 

as well, that of bringing something that is hidden in today world by the hierarchy of 

corporations to expose the true nature of things.3 

 The Critical Art Ensemble is a group of artists, that fits into our time 

perfect. We are in a paradigm shift, in  our society as science is peaking and growing 

exponentially. They are bridging the gap between the art, and science world, which are 

typically two unrelated fields of study. This is an extremely powerful position that will 

continue to receive a large amount of attention, and even more so in the days to come as 

we are starting to finally understand the true nature of the universe and all the science 

around it. This art ensemble has shifted, or begun to shift a new type of artwork, and 

awareness in todays world 
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